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.44 Magnum is 
a highly capable, 
short-range cartridge 
for most other North American game.

The current iteration of the Desert 
Eagle is the Mark XIX, a gas-operated, 
semi-automatic, single-action-only 
pistol. It features a rotating bolt with 
three locking lugs for positive lock-up 
and enhanced accuracy, and massive 
claw extractor and pin ejector for reli-
able operation. Offered in .50AE, .44 
Magnum and .357 Magnum chamber-
ings, our evaluation gun was the stan-

I owned a Desert Eagle Mark VII pistol 
chambered in .44 Magnum for a number 
of years, which I purchased specifically as 
a dangerous-game defensive pistol for my 
first fishing trip to Alaska. Although it 
was a reliable and highly accurate gun, its 
4.5-pound loaded weight and the fact that 
I had to carry it in a shoulder holster made 
it a tough carry for fishing duty. And after 
seeing the mammoth size of the Alaska 
coastal brown bears I was running into, I 
came to question the wisdom of having to 
take on one these monsters with any .44 
Magnum handgun. That being said, the 
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from Magnum Research
Hunters
by Bill Battles As you may have heard, Kahr Arms pur-

chased Magnum Research, Inc. (MRI) in June of last year, and the 
new ownership is doing wonders for the MRI product line. MRI’s 
two flagship guns are the legendary Desert Eagle pistol and the awe-
some BFR single-action revolver, both of which are ideally suited to 
hunting game animals of pretty nearly any size and disposition. 

Two Big-Bore

Left: The gas-operated Desert 
Eagle incorporates a rotating 
bolt design—similar to what 

you’d find in an AR-15—and a 
massive claw extractor.

Right: An optics rail machined 
into the barrel makes optic 

mounting a breeze. We used 
Leupold’s advanced Deltapoint 

red-dot sight for testing. 
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dard Mark XIX in .44 Magnum with 
black oxide finish and 6-inch barrel 
($1,563). Critical dimensions are: 
10.75” overall length, 6.25” height, 
1.25” width, 8.5” sight radius, empty 
weight with magazine of  71.4 oz, 
and a magazine capacity of 8 rounds 
(plus one in the chamber). The fluted 
barrel wears polygonal rifling (similar 
to that found on Glock pistols) at 
a 1:18” twist rate, which MRI says 
reduces barrel wear and enhances the 
obturation between bullet and the 
bore, thus increasing accuracy.

Controls consist of the trigger, 
left-side slide release, ambidextrous 
safety and right-side barrel take-
down lever. Post-in notch iron sights 
are dovetail mounted front and rear, 

both of which are 
drift adjustable for 

windage but not 
adjustable for el-
evation. An 8-
slot Picatinny 

rail is machined 
into the top of the 

barrel for mounting optics. Anatomi-
cally formed grips provide good trac-
tion and a comfortable grip.

In addition to the standard black 
oxide finish, the Desert Eagle Mark 
XIX is available at extra cost in matte 
chrome, brushed chrome, polished 
chrome, satin nickel, bright nickel, 
24K gold, titanium gold and titanium 
gold tiger striped finishes. It’s also of-
fered with a 10-inch barrel, priced at 
$1,650 with black oxide finish.

Our shooting impressions were 
highly favorable, but we did have a 
couple gripes. First off, the location, 
shape and resistance of the ambidex-
trous safety levers make it virtually 
impossible to manipulate either safety 
lever using less than two hands. Be-
cause this is a single-action-only pistol 
with no hammer/firing-pin block, it 
must be carried with the safety en-
gaged whenever a round is chambered 
(as in any hunting situation), and the 
safety must be disengaged in order 
to fire. In 25 timed tests, it took us 
an average of five seconds using both 

hands to break grip, disengage the 
safety and get the gun back into the 
strong-side-hand firing position.

Our other gripe was the trigger pull. 
The trigger stroke begins with 1/8” of 
take up at an average pull weight of 1 
lb. 4 oz., followed by another 1/8” of 
trigger travel punctuated by significant 
creep and stacking. The average pull 
weight required to finally drop the 
hammer measured 7 lbs. 12 oz. on our 
Lyman digital trigger-pull gauge.

On the up side, the gun was ex-
tremely controllable and a real pleasure 
to shoot. It’s 4 lb. 13 oz. loaded weight 
reduced the .44 Magnum’s prodigious 
recoil energy and velocity to a fairly 
modest shove, and kept muzzle rise 
to a minimum. If you want to reduce 
muzzle rise, recoil energy and recoil 
velocity even further, you can order 
your Desert Eagle with a 6-inch, inte-
grally compensated barrel which will 
be available in the late fall of 2011.

Even though the Mark XIX .44 
Magnum is capable of 100+ yard 
shots, we chose to stay with our stan-
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dard handgun testing regimen and 
fire it at 25 yards for both accuracy 
(from an MTM pistol rest) and 
rapid-fire functioning (offhand) 
against our Salute Products steel-
plate targets. My old Mark VII 
was kind of picky about ammo 
selection, and the new Mark XIX 
followed suit. Hornady’s 225-
grain FTX LEVERevolution .44 
mag loading was too long to fit 
in the Desert Eagle’s magazine, 
so we used Magtech’s 200-grain 
solid-copper, hollow-point hunt-
ing ammunition for testing. After 
mounting a Leupold Deltapoint 
red-dot sight, we shot the Mark 
XIX for accuracy, with 5-shot 
groups coming in at or below two 
inches. The best group measured 
an impressive 1.44 inches center 
to center. You can’t ask for more 
than that in a hunting semi-auto. 
During rapid-fire testing we expe-
rienced several failures to feed, but 
the problem seemed to go away as 
the round count increased.
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Far Left: Although the Desert 
Eagle’s controls are large and 

easy to find, its safety exhibited 
overly-stiff operation. Comfort-

able rubber grips and an ex-
tended beavertail help mitigate 

recoil and muzzle rise.

Left: The MRI, Israeli-manufac-
tured model features a single 

longitudinal flute on either 
side of the barrel, and is avail-
able in either .44 Magnum or 

.50 AE chamberings.

Far Left: The MRI Desert Eagle proved 
to be a solid performer in the preci-
sion department—printing a 1.44-
inch 5-shot group with MagTech’s 

Hunting Handgun ammunition.

Left: The .44 Magnum Desert 
Eagle feeds through a top-
quality, 8-round magazine. 

Loading proved easy, but we 
found that its length did not 
permit using all ammunition. 

www.hivizsights.com
www.lymanproducts.com
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Casull/.45 Long Colt, 50AE, .500 
S&W Magnum, .460 S&W Mag-

num, .480 Ruger/.475 Linebaugh 
and .44 Magnum with a variety of 
caliber-specific barrel lengths from 
4-5/8 to 10 inches.

The subject of this review is the 
BFR .44 Magnum “Shorty” ($1,050), 

the only BFR model offered in this cham-
bering, and the only BFR to be fitted with 
a 4-5/8 inch barrel. This BFR compares 
favorably to the Freedom Arms Field 
Grade single action .44 Magnum ($1,870) 
in quality, ergonomics, fit and finish and 
performance, but costs $820 less.

Except for its blued sights (ramp 
mounted front and fully adjustable 
rear), the entire gun—including the 
machine screws—is made from stainless 
steel with an attractive brushed finish. 
The 5-round, unfluted cylinder gives it 
a serious look, and its 1-7/8” length will 
accommodate even the longest .44 Mag-
num factory rounds. The BFR is fitted 
with a hammer-block safety so there’s no 

MRI’s BFR (“Biggest, Finest Revolver”) 
has been a popular choice among serious 
handgun hunters since its introduction, 
and for good reason. Made start to finish 
in MRI’s production facility in Min-
nesota, the BFR is an all stainless steel, 
single-action revolver with a 5-round 
cylinder designed from the ground up 
to be a highly competent and versatile 
hunting platform. It comes chambered 
in the most powerful cartridges available 
in a revolver platform, including four 
centerfire rifle cartridges—.450 Marlin, 
.444 Marlin and .30/30 Win. and .45/70 
Govt. Available handgun-caliber cham-
berings include .45 Long Colt/.410, .454 

problem carrying it with all five chambers 
loaded. No half-cock notch is provided, 
as the loading gate opens and closes with 
the hammer down, but will not open with 
the hammer cocked. Stroke length for the 
serrated hammer is 1-5/8 inches. The cyl-
inder pin is locked in place by a stainless 
steel set screw to prevent it from shooting 
loose. The top strap is drilled and tapped 
for installation of MRI’s silver aluminum 
scope mount (included) that provides seven 
Picatinny rail slots for mounting optics.

The stress-relieved, 4-5/8” barrel has a 
target-crowned muzzle and is cut rifled at 
a twist rate of 1:16”. Critical dimensions 
include a 52.2 oz empty weight, 11-inch 
overall length, 6-inch height, 6.75-inch sight 
radius and a width of 1.75 inches. With an 
average pull weight of 3 lbs. 5 oz., and only 
a miniscule amount of perceptible take-up, 
the BFR’s trigger was about as good as they 
get. The 2-piece, hard-rubber grips are 
deeply “checkered” for a very positive grip, 
and include an integral tang that sweeps 
down behind the trigger guard to prevent 

BFR .44 Magnum 
“Shorty” Revolver
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BFR .44 Magnum 
“Shorty” Revolver

The Magnum Research scope base takes the
place of the rear sight, and allowed mounting of

Leupold’s excellent  2x20mm FX-II Handgun scope.

Every moving part on the BFR operates
with silky-smooth precision. Hammer does 

not need to be half-cocked to unload.

Our BFR came with the short, quick-handling 
4-5/8” barrel, and as you can tell from the 

target above, it had no ill effects on precision.
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your middle finger from being beaten to 
death during recoil—a nice touch that 
we wouldn’t mind seeing other big-bore 
revolver makers adopt. 

For testing we mounted a Leupold 
FX-II 2x20mm handgun scope, and 
fired the BFR for accuracy using Hor-
nady’s 225-grain FTX LEVERevolution 
.44 mag load, shooting from an MTM 
pistol rest at a range of 25 yards. Given 
that this is a single-action revolver, there 
wasn’t much point in “rapid fire” func-
tion testing, but during our accuracy 
session no failures or stoppages occurred. 
The BFR was an amazingly accurate 
revolver, turning 5-shot groups hovering 
around and inch, with its best group 
measuring only 0.81 inch. Perceived 
recoil was not unpleasant.

Bottom line, we were very pleased 
with the accuracy and performance of 
both of these MRI handguns, and we’ll 
be hunting deer with both of them later 
this fall. See them at your local MRI 
dealer, or for more information contact 
Magnum Research,  
Dept. OT; Tel.: (508) 635-4273; Web-
site: www.magnumresearch.com

BFR revolvers have never disappointed us when
it comes to downrange precision.

The BFR’s 2-piece rubber grips are perfectly 
sized, and include an integral tang to protect 

your firing hand from the trigger guard.

www.magnumresearch.com
www.williamsgunsight.com
www.samson-mfg.com
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